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Provides hands-on advice in creating your own Xeriscape garden, no matter where you live. As

water bills skyrocket and concern for conserving potable water increases, homeowners, gardeners,

and landscapers seek alternatives. Xeriscape plant materials are water-conserving, beautiful, and

thrive in specific environments.Â Xeriscape HandbookÂ takes an easy-to-follow, step-by-step

approach to creating a water-wise garden. Environmental gardening factors are combined with the

seven principles of Xeriscape and good gardening techniques.
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The Xeriscape Handbook goes into an area of landscape design not often touched on - landscape

design from the plant's point of view. Gayle Weinstein has written a book that will help gardeners

and landscape designers at all levels figure out why their planting designs aren't working out as

planned and how to start moving in the right direction to achieve desired results. It's in big part due

to Weinstein's writing style, which succeeds in making complicated subjects interesting without

being overly simple or to scientific. The "root" of the problem is often found in the choices they make

in plants for their site. To help people make the best choices, Weinstein's book provides plenty of

good information about the environment and on why plants grow where they do. The book tells you

how to organize plant groups according to their needs for water, sunlight, etc. to achieve what

Weinsten calls "a compatible alliance among the garden, landscape, and natural world." One of the

best things about the Xeriscape Handbook is that anyon in any part of the country can use it. Using



the steps outlined in the book, you gain a better understanding of your site and the unique

challenges you face in landscape projects. Yes, the book pays particular attention to more arid

regions of the country, but it teaches all readers how to "read" their own site. Landscape Architects

call this "site analysis" and use the techniques as one of the first steps in professional design. You

can use the techniques too, no matter where you live and this book provides a clear outline on the

steps involved in fun and interesting ways.
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